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Emily was the Construction Manager for the Las Pencas bridge in 2017 and is
now pursuing a degree in civil engineering with a concentration in structural
engineering at University of Notre Dame.

What’s your favorite bridge memory?

This summer, almost every day after we finished working on the bridge site, 
we would play soccer with the boys in the community. There was a large field 
in the center of the town, and many of the community members would come 
out to watch the game. We usually finished working on the bridge around 
3:30, and then we would play for a couple hours until dinner. Sometimes we 
had organized games with a dozen or so people, and sometimes we would just 
pass the ball around among four or five people. One afternoon when we were 
all playing, our Bridges to Prosperity mason Chepe came out to play with us! 
Everyone in the community was so excited, and then his three year old son 
came out because he wanted to play, too! We had so much fun, and it really 
impressed me what a great relationship he had with the community. It had 
been a goal we had discussed together as a team throughout the year we were 
preparing, that we wanted to get to know the community we were living with. 
I was so happy to find that our mason had the same goals as us and 
understood the importance of developing relationships with the people of Las 
Pencas.

How has being involved with bridges impacted your life?

My dream job is to work on improving infrastructure, either in developing
countries or in response to natural disasters. I will probably start out working
in a firm to get work experience, but I never want to lose sight of my goal to
eventually get back to doing what I loved doing this summer: working with
people to improve the situations in which they live.


