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Mayra was the Logistics Manager for two bridge repairs in Nicaragua in 2017
and is now pursuing a degree in civil engineering at University of Iowa.

How has being involved with EIA impacted your life?

Being involved with EIA and taking part in a bridge project reassured me of 
my career goals and even gave me an idea to take my vision one step further. 
My EIA involvement made me see the importance of improving the 
infrastructure around the world, not only in underdeveloped areas but also in 
more established ones like the US. One common problem that I noticed 
between Nicaragua and the US is the economic issues that prevents them from 
investing more in their infrastructure. That is because historically, 
development has been energy intensive, resource demanding, and 
inefficiently built. As a future engineer, I would like to incorporate 
sustainability and development patterns in my designs that will be more cost 
effective and resilient. I hope to bring awareness to the world that it is 
possible to continue to build and rebuild our infrastructure while minimizing 
the impacts on human health, the environment, and our economy.

What’s your favorite bridge memory?

My favorite bridge memory was land surveying new sites for a new bridge
project. Visiting different communities pieced together a full spectrum of the
Nicaraguan lifestyle which was cool to see. Every site we visited had a lot of
community members that welcomed us with enthusiastic smiles, gratitude,
and helping hands. As we surveyed the land we also learned a lot about each
community’s needs for a bridge and future goals. People showed us their
harvests, animals, one community even had a plan to convert the area into a
tourist center which would create lots of jobs and revenue.


